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Conserving Chinese Buddhist Monastic System:
An Oral History of Sangha in Luk Wu, Lantau, Hong Kong
—Teresa C.H. TAO

The University of Hong Kong, Assistant Professor, Geography

Abstract

The inclusion of intangible components of heritage assets is a necessary condition
for successful conservation projects because they embody social and cultural values
of heritage. An oral history of a place adds an intangible component that gives a
place meaning and provides justification what protected heritage can offer to the

public.

Under speedy economic development in Hong Kong, it has become increasingly
difficult for monks, nuns and lay people to find a tranquil environment with
Buddhist temples to practice and preach Dharma. The Chinese Buddhist Monastic
system in Luk Wu, Lantau has a long history and unique cultural traditions, and is an
important local cultural heritage, worthwhile for our endearing protection and
preservation. However, in the past few years, some developers have converted some
temples in Luk Wu into commercial columbarium; this is not only a distortion of the
correct concepts regarding the usage of Buddhist temples, visiting crowds would
also cause nuisance to Buddhist practitioners in the area. Luk Wu has been famous

for its atmosphere of ‘seated deep in the mountains’® and ‘detachment’, once the
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environment becomes disturbed due to the columbarium business, not only will
residing practitioners be greatly affected, but will also deter people who are
interested 1in Buddhist practice. With the disturbance of the environment and adverse
possession of temples by the developers, the culture of Buddhist practice in Luk Wu
face the danger of being diluted and may eventually dissipate in the long run. Tt calls
for a prompt and context-sensitive approach such as oral history to identify, preserve,
and revitalize this quickly-disappearing heritage. This project was supported by
Lord Wilson Heritage Trust in Hong Kong as well as Buddhist groups of Luk Wu,
environmental groups and local practitioners; all these parties hope that this project
can keep this culture alive through oral history and allowing future generations to
have knowledge of this valuable heritage.

Specifically the objectives of this project are:

I. To record the past and present Buddhist practices, the local way of life, the
history, and lineages of temples and special characteristics of individual
temples in Luk Wu.

2. To draft a conservation plan for the establishment of Luk Wu Religious and

Cultural Protected Area for education and pilgrimage.
3. To promote Lantau’s natural and Buddhist cultural heritage, especially among
Hong Kong youngsters.
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